
What I didn’t know, I 
didn’t know - but 
learned along the 
way.
Joyce Keegal, Superintendent of Cemeteries
Brentwood NH



Disclaimers:

*I am not an accountant.  I am the Superintendent of Cemeteries for the 
Town of Brentwood, NH and included in my responsibilities is managing 
the accounting associated with said cemeteries. (Perpetual Care Trust 
Funds and Expendable Trust Funds) 

*What works for Brentwood may or may not work for you. 

*There is no “one size fits all.”  Take what works for you and apply it to 
your municipality.
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Perpetual Care Trust Funds

Perpetual care funds are monies placed in trust with the intent to generate 
income to maintain a lot into perpetuity. 

The income from a perpetual care trust fund shall be used only for the care and 
maintenance of the lot to which the perpetual care fund is attached.

The principal of a perpetual care trust fund CAN NOT be expended.

Perpetual care funds are managed by the Trustees of Trust Funds with input 
from the Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.



Perpetual Care Trust Funds
The Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent shall keep records of 
the work completed (hours, materials, etc.) to determine the annual 
maintenance cost for each cemetery. That annual maintenance cost is 
then allocated proportionately amongst the perpetual care funds in said 
cemetery.  If a perpetual care plot has insufficient income to cover its 
maintenance then the town is required to pay for it. 

Note: Municipalities are required to raise and appropriate “sufficient 
funds” to provide for the suitable care and maintenance of their public 
cemeteries, which would include burial lots, to the extent they are not 
otherwise supported by perpetual care funds (NH RSA 289:4).

The Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent shall keep records of 
any other costs for perpetual care lots, such as, but not limited to, flower 
accounts, flags, stone cleaning, etc. 



Cemetery Maintenance Expendable 
Trust Fund

If a municipality has passed a warrant article to create a Cemetery Maintenance 
Expendable Trust Fund (31:19-a Fund) then money from the purchase of a 
“Right To Inter” (deed), is placed in this fund.

This fund is managed by the Trustees of Trust Funds with input from the 
Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.

It is fully expendable, meaning it is not restricted to the use of income only.



Cemetery Maintenance Expendable 
Trust Fund

The fund can be used for the maintenance, operation and/or capital 
improvements of the municipality's public cemeteries. Capital improvement 
projects include, but are not limited to, tree removal, repair of gates, driveway 
sealcoating, well repairs or installation, etc.

Consideration should be given to the use of warrant articles or budgeting for 
capital improvement projects before fully expending a Cemetery Maintenance 
Expendable Trust Fund.



Cemetery Funds & the MS -9
Are reported on the MS-9 by Trustees of Trust Funds with information from 
Cemetery Trustees and Sexton/Superintendent.

The MS-9 Report is commonly found in annual town reports.

The key takeaways for perpetual care fund presentation on the MS-9 are that 
principal is not expended and income is not negative!

Your other cemetery trust funds will be reported on the MS -9 and may be 
broken apart in sections for fully expendable and/or income restricted.  You 
may have additional cemetery funds reported on the capital reserve portion of 
the MS-9 if you have a Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund or other 
funds created through warrant articles.  



Linda…can we somehow insert a MS-9 here?  
I would love to use one of Brentwood’s 

showing $ expended for a said year. Bonus 
points for one that has figures that includes 
figures flower accounts and mowing.  (Year 

end MS-9?)



Know Your Stuff!
What are the purposes of your cemetery funds?

Are they viable?

Do your perpetual care funds have sufficient income?

What types of maintenance do your cemeteries and/or plots need?     

What capital improvement needs do you have?



Know Your Stuff!
Are you paying attention to limited space in current cemeteries and considering 
land needs?

Do you need warrant articles for capital improvement projects, or do you need 
budget lines for maintenance projects?  

Do you want to do away with future perpetual care lots?

If you wish to discontinue perpetual care, then you need a warrant article to 
create a Cemetery Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund.



Know Your Stuff!
Do you need a Cy Pre Petition to free up large amounts of excess accumulated 
income?

Make sure that your Trustees of Trust Funds are processing deposit and 
distribution requests in a timely manner and within the same calendar year the 
purchases were made, or costs were incurred.

It is my recommendation that distribution requests for large projects be made 
as they occur throughout the year, flower and flag funds in early June and 
annual maintenance costs in early December.



Q&A



Resources
NH RSA Chapter 289 – Cemeteries
Chapter 289 CEMETERIES (state.nh.us)

NH Cemetery Association                                                                   
https://www.nhcemetery.org/

NH Old Graveyard Association
NHOGA Home Page

Joyce Keegal                                                                                                              
Superintendent of Cemeteries                                                                                              
Brentwood NH                                                                                                 
bwoodnhcem@gmail.com

https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXVI/289/289-mrg.htm
https://www.nhcemetery.org/
http://www.nhoga.com/index.htm
mailto:bwoodnhcem@gmail.com
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