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The Right-to-Know Law

RSA Chapter 91-A

THE

CONSTITUTION
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What is a
Public

Meeting?
RSA 91-A:2







Meetings Among Public Body Members
Outside of Public Meetings

Meetings of public body members that are less than a quorum to discuss public
business should not be undertaken - all public business should only be discussed at
properly convened public meetings.

91-A:2-a Communications Outside Meetings. -

|. Unless exempted from the definition of "meeting” under RSA 91-A:2, |, public
bodies shall deliberate on matters over which they have supervision, control,
jurisdiction, or advisory power only in meetings held pursuant to and in
compliance with the provisions of RSA 91-A:2, 1l or Il.

ll. Communications outside a meeting, including, but not limited to, sequential
communications among members of a public body, shall not be used to circumvent
the spirit and purpose of this chapter as expressed in RSA 91-A:1.
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“Public Body”



Convenes such that all
participating members

When Pu b lic are able to communicate

with each other

Meeti ngs - contemporaneously

Purpose of
Public
Meetings




What is Not a
“Meeting”? (i.e.

“Non-meeting”)




What are the
Requirements

of a Public
Meeting?
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Option 1: Remote Board Member
Participation - RSA 91-A:2, lll(a)




Option 2: “Emergency”

RSA 91-A:2, lli(b)




What is an
“Emergency? &

Notice
Requirements




“Electronic Communications”




Meetings
“Open to the
Public”



Public Comment



Public
Comment:

Some
Observations




Public Meeting Minutes
RSA 91-A:2




Nonpublic

Sessions
RSA 91-A:3




Most Commonly Use Reasons for Nonpublic Sessions®

* Public employee (specific employee)
* Hiring

« Reputation

« Real or personal property

* Lawsuits

 Emergency preparation

 Discuss legal advice

 Discuss student tuition contract

*But not complete list




RSA 91-A:3, Il (a) dismissal, promotion,

compensation, discipline, investigation of
charges concerning a public employee

- N



RSA 91-A:3, Il (c) Matters which, if discussed in public,
would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person,
other than a member of the public body itself




How Does a
Public Body
Enter Nonpublic

Session?
RSA 91-A:3, |

Motion to enter nonpublic session must
be made and seconded.

Motion must state on its face the
specific exemption relied upon.

Vote must be by roll call; simple
majority is sufficient. RSA 91-A:3, I(b).



Minutes of
Nonpublic

Sessions




May make decisions in nonpublic session

Member objecting session violations—note objection.
If board persists, objecting member may continue to
participate without being subject to penalties

RSA 91-A:2, Il-a

Returning to public session



4

Include nonpublic session on posted )

Other . agenda. _

Considerations .

. Timing—beginning or end of meeting? _




Disclose or Seal?

on pertained to
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New Law: HB 108 - Maintain List
of Nonpublic meeting minutes

» Effective January 1, 2022 (assuming bill is signed by Governor)

» List of sealed nonpublic meeting minutes must:
» |dentify the public body
 State the date & time of the nonpublic session
» State the exemption for the nonpublic session
 State the date of the decision to seal the minutes
 State the date of any subsequent decision to unseal minutes

» Minutes sealed under RSA 91-A:3, Il (d) (sale or acquisition of real or
personal property) “shall be made available to the public as soon as
practicable after the transaction has closed or the public body has
decided not to proceed with the transaction.”



FREE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR NH MUNICIPALITIES

Coaching and

Technical Assistance
Program (CTAP)

Helping New Hampshire municipalities access grant funding to
implement successful community and economic development projects.

LEARN MO RE! . Juiries@nhmunicipal.org/603.224.7447 /www.nhmunicipal.org


https://nbrc-nh.com/municipalta
https://nbrc-nh.com/municipalta

CLOSEDLF™ "7 " ° %

Old Closed Landfills - What Towns Need
NEWHAM' E toKnowWWebinar

':_ls W, ';i:', s 12:00 noon - 1:00 pm, Wednesday, June 21, 2023. Join Jennifer Griffith, Project

: mﬂ' Y ;. - Manager with NEWMOA, who will help municipal officials understand the problems old

r: - : s
e landfills can create and actions they should take to reduce environmental contamination

and liabilities.

REGISTRATION OPEN!
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https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6XmY2PGpRuOXIiwexvaESw#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6XmY2PGpRuOXIiwexvaESw#/registration

FREE FOR MEMBERS: Local Officials
Workshop Rescheduled to June 29!

9:00 am - 4:00 pm, Thursday, June 29. Free hybrid workshop is a great primer for new
local officials or as a refresher for more experienced local officials on the basics of town

government. Please join us.

REGISTRATION OPEN!

REGISTER NOW!



https://www.cognitoforms.com/NewHampshireMunicipalAssociation/_2023localofficialsworkshop3

REGISTRATION OPEN: Exploring Current
Trends in Citizen Engagement

12:00 noon - 1:00 pm, Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Join representatives from Edmunds
Gov Tech who will review the current trends in citizen engagement and give insight into

helpful ways you can better communicate with your residents.

REGISTRATION OPEN!

c edmunds

REGISTER NOW!
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https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Rt3eBd4MSgipz8yld6-Jpg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QdeeYN0JRoyOZkbExf6Y5w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Rt3eBd4MSgipz8yld6-Jpg#/registration

REGISTRATION OPEN: The Workings of a
Planning Board Webinar

12:00 noon - 1:30 pm, Thursday, July 20, 2023. This webinar is geared for new planning

board members and alternates, as well as seasoned veterans, who want a refresher

course on planning board basics.

REGISTRATION OPEN!

REGISTER NOW!
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https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QdeeYN0JRoyOZkbExf6Y5w#/registration
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https://mailchi.mp/nhmunicipal/newslink_signup
https://mailchi.mp/nhmunicipal/legislative_bulletin
https://mailchi.mp/nhmunicipal/legislative_bulletin
https://mailchi.mp/nhmunicipal/newslink_signup
https://www.nhmunicipal.org/all-bills
https://www.nhmunicipal.org/all-bills

For attending
our Webinar
Today!

603-224-7447
www.nhmunicipal.org
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