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Regulate Halloween ..




Historical Origins of Municipal Regulation

The early 20t Century saw Halloween become a
“celebration of mischief.”

19205 1940s saw serious property damage caused,
mostly, by rowdy groups of teens, and often
included fires, serious damage to homes and cars,
and, at times, rioting.

In 1950, the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee
recommended Halloween be redesignated
“National Youth Honor Day” in order to facilitate
a day of celebration of moral fiber and eliminate
the dangers of the evening. (It didn’t pass).

Violence decreased in the decades after the 40s
largely as municipalities put effort into organizing
and encouraging alternative activities,
particularly trick  -or-treating.

Halloween Jokers |
Do Much Damage.

Tuaesday, October 31st was Hal-
loween, and as usual the practical
Jjokers were very busy after night-
fall. At the government school
property sidewalks were torn up,
gates torn from their hinges and
thrown away and much other
damage of a similar nature done.
Sidewalks in the village were also
torn up and distributed about
town. This is & practice that
should be stopped no matter at
what cost, it is usually the younger
element, who siiould be at home
in bed, who are the guilty parties,
and steps shonld be taken to sce
that they or their parents are
made to repair the damage done
or stand the consequences. In
this instance we understand that
the names of the guilty parties are
known and it quite likely that
they will be hrought to account
for what they seem to think is

great fun—he wanton destruction(f &

of property.
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Here
‘Frightened Horses’™ ™

& NHMA training often ‘r‘n_odernizes’ the statute’s reading
— focusing on impeding traffic flow.

@BUT horses ﬂaif more subject to fright than drivers.
@ Hoebeer. Howeg 98 N .H. 168 (1953) - Literally a case about
whether horses will be frightened by a plane flying 388 feet in
the air rather than several hundred feet higher.

Not reasonable to expect that such a case wou

 the Calvary!

Id proceed if |,

it involved a person driving an automobile. ﬂ ﬁ -
@_:Fhoflsands of cases about frightened horses, and g da -t | Spgpd' L .
- what may frighten them. - —" 4
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Health Officer Regulations

Regulations must relate to the public health “as in the [health
officer’s] judgment the health and safety of the people
require.” W ) - >

& Regulations talm‘ﬂeffect when: ‘. 'W—
¢ Approved by the select board
¢» Recorded by the town clerk,
¢ Published in some newspaper printed
in the town or posted in 2 or more public
places in the town.
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Other

Look to State Guidance
(Even if Emergency Orders #17 & #40

expressly exclude “local government”) £¢/

i
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https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt381/files/files/inline-documents/guidance-universal.pdf
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt381/files/inline-documents/sonh/guidance-fairs-festivals.pdf
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt381/files/files/inline-documents/guidance-road-races.pdf

Remember that even though
municipalities don't have to follow
state guidance, businesses and private
orgamizations do, so becareful ifa
norrprofit or other organization hosts

an event! o,
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@»Halloween Masks are NOT substitutes for
CDC recommended face coverings

@ Trick -or-Treaters (and others) should
NOT congregate

@If screaming will likely occur, greater
distancing is advised

¢ The greater the distance, the lower the risk of spreading /J”Zm 4/@& -
| . N _-

a respiratory virus
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Mask on Mask

Encourage proper CDC recommended face
coverings, even if other masks are an
option. -

However, remind parents to encourage
CDC recommended face covering over
Halloween masks where one-or-the-other

must be chosen.
/f?ﬁ /{ & -
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Guidance

v« <Nothing is Scarier than
(", spreading CovID-19
, this Halloween

to trick-or-treat
rs, including when

D) | -

For Motorists \| M'" ) ~
7 e showty anid sty alest Trick-or-Treating | | _ - ottle of alcohol-based
= :;::;m?g:::::h“g * Adults should accompany young d d .t ft

: M children while they are out. and use 1t o1ten.

IerseCtnNS, = = Walk on sidewalks, not the street. Use £
* Enterand exit driveways crosswalks when crossing the street.

:::::;Ix.lmnmuuﬂur + Atways travel in familiar, well-lit areas

Hdren. and stay in groups.

= After dark, keep eyes out
for trick-or-treaters in dark
clothing.

New orinexperienced
drivers should avoid driving

after dark on Halloween. Readymgw
TAKE ACTION

After dark, carry a flashlight or glow stick
to increase visibility.

Phones down, heads up. Be aware of your
surroundings.



https://www.readynh.gov/halloweensafety.htm
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Halloween Safety Tips

The Costume
umes short to prevent trips and falls.
-up instead of a mask. Masks often obstruct a child's vision making tasks like crossing the street and going up and down stairs dangerous.
» Make sure children wear light colors, put reflective tape on their costumes, or carry flashlights and/or glow sticks.

The Trick or Treating

» Make sure older children trick-or-treat with friends, never alone. Pa s should map out a safe route. Young children should be accompanied by adults.
« Instruct children to stop only at familiar homes where the outside lights are on.

» Remind children not to enter the homes or cars of strangers.
L
L

Follow your communi trick-or-treating hours.
A good alternative to “Trick or Treating” is for parents to organize parties at home, in schools, or in community cent

The Treats
« Remind children not to eat any of their treats until they get home.

« Parents should check all treats at home in a well-lighted area and dispose of anything that seems to have been tampered with, has been opened, or is not wrapped.
« Remember to also inspect fruits for anything suspicious.



https://www.nh.gov/safety/divisions/nhsp/tsr/101005.html

CDC Halloween Guidance : Low Risk Activities

Carving or decorating
pumpkins with members of
your household and
displaying them

Carving or decorating
pumpkins outside, at a safe
distance, with neighbors or
friends

Decorating your house,
apartment, or living space

Having a virtual Halloween
4 costume contest

Doing a Halloween scavenger
hunt where children are given
lists of Halloween -themed things
to look for while they walk
outdoors

Having a Halloween movie night
with people you live with

Having a scavenger hunt -style
trick -or-treat search. W|th your |
household mempegs in0 n/{ )
around your ho ‘ff ther;ha 0"
going house to ho®s
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GREAT
PUMPKIN
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CDC Halloweéen Guidance : Medium Risk Activities

Participating in one -way trick-
or-treating where individually
wrapped goodie bags are lined
up for families to grab while
continuing to social distance

Having a small group, outdoor,
open-air costume parade where
people are distanced more than
6 feet apart

Attending a costume party held
outdoors where protective
~— masks are used and people can
remain more than 6 feet apart

Going to an open-air, one-way,
walk -through haunted forest
where appropriate mask use is
enforced, and people can remain
more than 6 feet apart

Visiting pumpkin patches or
orchards where people practice
healthy habits and are able to
maintain social dlstancmg

least 6 feet apart s



CDC Halloween Guidance : High Risk Activities

Participating in traditional
trick-or-treating whereitreats
are handed to children who go
door to door

Having trunk-or-treat where
treats are handed out from
trunks of cars lined up in large
parking lots

Attending crowded costume
parties held indoors

Going to an indoor haunted
house where people may be
crowded together and screaming

Going on hayrides or tractor
rides with people who are not in
your household

Traveling to a rural fall festival
that is not in your community if

you live in an area
community spreﬁﬂle - 19



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/other-at-risk-populations/rural-communities.html

Boys and girls of every age
Wouldn't you like to see something strange?

and you will see
This, our town of Halloween

This 1s Halloween, this 1s Halloween
Pumpkins scream in the dead of night
This 1s Halloween,
till the neighbors gonna die of fright
It's our town,
In this town of Halloween



Halloween

Many traditional Halloween activ can be high-risk for spreading viruses. There are several safer, alternative ways to
participate in Halloween. If you may have COVID-19 or you may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, you should
not participate in in-person Halloween festivities and should not give out candy to trick-or-treaters.

Lower risk activities

These lower risk activities can be safe alternatives:

e Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them
Carving or decorating pumpkins outside, at a safe distance, with neighbors or friends

Decorating your hause, apartment, or living space

Doing a Halloween scavenger hunt where children are given lists of Halloween-themed things to look for while they
walk outdoors from house to house admiring Halloween decarations at a distance

Having a virtual Halloween costume contest
Having a Halloween movie night with people you live with

Having a scavenger hunt-style trick-or-treat search with your household members in or around your home rather
than going house to house



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
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How New Hampshire’s communities are
——————approaching the pandemic
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Wea

Allowing trick or treating
from 5pm — 8pm on 10/31

Town is monitoring the
number of active cases to
make an informed decision

Town has provided written
COVID precautions and
following general Halloween
rules (i.e. porch light on/off)

Weare Police Department is
sponsoring a contest on who
can come up with the most
creative and scary way to
distribute candy while
maintaining social
distancing. The only rule is
candy must be delivered
from 6 feet ay
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Candy Slides &
~ Candy Zip Lines to ensure
. physical distancing
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North Hampton

Trick or Treat

Friday Oct.30th, 4-7pm

In an effort to maintain Trick or Treat and in the safest way possible
during the pandemic, the Town of North Hampton is offering the

following safety guidelines

If you do not wish to have your home participate in giving out treats, you may simply dim your lights and even include a
sign If you wish. North Hampton Parks and Recreation can email you a sample sign upon request.

Homes who are participating in Trick or Treat should......
« Only give out wrapped items

= Give out items outside, on a table, keeping 6 foot distance, or behind a
storm door and replace treats before each visitor or group

« Not hand treats to children directly
« Put out hand sanitizer
Trick or Treaters who are participating should.........

« Trick or Treat in small groups, preferably with family members only, and
within your own neighborhood.

Avoid large groups and going inside any homes.
Carry hand sanitizer, gloves are not recommended
Wear protective masks (this may be a part of a costume if its cloth)

If you are uneasy about getting treats door to door, you can always just provide your
own . Then you can still go door to door and hand them out to your own children at each
stop.

These guidelines may be adjusted at any time based on updated recommendations from the COC andfor
state . For more Information or if you have any questions email jmanzi@northhampton-nh.gov
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