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How to Participate Today

• Open and close your Panel

• Submit text questions 

• Q&A addressed during
today’s session

• A poll question for your 
entertainment



Checklist Supervisors & 
What They Do

✓ The term "supervisors of the checklist" (SOC) shall 

include any board of registrars or similar body 

performing the functions of registering voters and 

correcting the checklist in cities.  RSA 652:12

✓ Town and city clerks must accept voter registration 

applications, SOC may issue guidelines for 

town/city clerks to follow when taking evidence of 

voting qualifications presented by applicants.

✓No voter application can be accepted after the last 

SOC meeting before an election.  RSA 654:8



Supervisors of the Checklist & 
What They Do

✓Checklist Supervisors must assure proof of 

citizenship, age and domicile.  RSA 654:12

✓Entry of a voter into ElectioNet who last had 

registration in another New England city or 

town will result in notification of that town.

✓Voter registration forms received by 

Supervisors retained securely until voter 

removed from checklist plus 7 years.  RSA 33-

A:3-a, CXLI (a)



Posting Checklist, Notice of the 

Checklist Session with Dates

✓ By October 9 (next Tuesday) post the checklist with 
notice of date time and place for SOC Session to be 
held 6 to 13 days prior to the state general election.  
RSA 654: 26 - :27

✓Additions and corrections to the previously posted 
checklist must be posted by midnight on the Friday 
following the session.

✓Notice of SOC session must be posted in 2 public 
places, one of which could be town’s website, OR, 
shall be published in a newspaper in general 
circulation in town 7 days prior to the session.



Checklist Maintenance and 

Updates

✓Upon receiving notice of voter who was on 

checklist is now registered in another city 

or town, they shall strike that voter’s name 

from the checklist.  RSA 654:36

✓SOC can act on requests to correct the 

checklist from town or city clerk or any 

other person.  RSA 654:36-a



Checklist Maintenance and 

Updates

✓ If report voter made permanent address change to 
another town, city or state rec’d from USPS, NH Dept. 
of Safety or from the SOS that name shall be removed 
but, otherwise send a 30 day notice letter.  RSA 654:36-
b; 654:44 

✓ Upon receipt of a notice of death the SOC examine the 
checklist; and, if the name of said deceased person 
appears thereon, it shall be removed.  RSA 654:37

✓ Checklist verification every 10 years, review checklist, 
and notify persons who have not voted within the 4 year 
period immediately the 10 year verification 



Inspectors of Elections and 

Ballot Clerks
✓ Between May 15 and July 15 of each general election year, 

political parties appoint inspectors of election to act at each 
polling place. There are at least two inspectors of election for 
each of the two major parties. RSA 658:2

✓ If such appointments are not timely made the selectmen shall 
make the appointments of the inspectors of election in equal 
numbers between the two major political parties. 

✓ Two of the inspectors, one from each of the 2 political parties, 
shall be designated by the moderator at the opening of the 
polls to act as ballot clerks. They shall have charge of the 
ballots and shall furnish them to the voters. They shall be 
given a duplicate copy of the checklist by the town or ward 
clerk. RSA 659:25





Which U.S. President had NEVER voted in 
a presidential election when he took office 
in 1849??

1.  Millard Fillmore

2.  John Tyler

3.  Zachary Taylor

4.  James K. Polk



Suggested Pre-Election Preparation

✓ Study the election calendar and
determine the relevant registration
time periods for each election- more
than 30 days before election and
within 30 days of an election.

✓ Depending on when the checklist
session is held, more than 30 days
before an election, or less than 30 days
before an election, be sure to use the
correct voter forms are used – Voter
Registration Form A or Voter
Registration Form B.

✓ Have all necessary forms on hand and
instruct town office staff what forms
are used when according to the
election schedule.



Election Law Changes from SB3
• Voter must document 

domiciliary intent.

• Temporary presence 30 
days or less is not 
domicile.

• Divided registration 
process – more than 30 
days before election 
and within 30 days of 
election.

• Post election 
documentary follow-
up.



SB 3 Requires a Verifiable Act to 
Establish Domicile

All persons seeking to register  must provide domicile verification 
documentation, such as (this list is non-exhaustive):

1) Residency at an institution of higher learning; 

2) Purchasing, renting or leasing an home;

3) NH motor vehicle registration, driver's license, or ID;

4) Enrolling a child in a public school; 

5) Identifying the home address on a tax form or other government-

issued ID or form; 

6) Providing the street address to the U.S. Post Office as their 

permanent address;

7) Obtaining public utility service at the address;

8) Arranging for a homeless shelter or similar service provider to 

receive mail.



Voter Registration Divided into Two Categories, 
more than 30 days before Election

and 
within 30 days of Election

Under SB 3, the processing of
voter registration applications is
handled differently, with
different forms and verification
procedures, depending on when
the voter registration applicant
applies.



Registration More Than 30 days 
Before an Election 

✓ Person who says she has a Qualified
Document must present that document.

✓ If person says they have a Qualified
Document but does not present the
document he cannot register.

✓ Person who says they do not have a
Qualified Document may present any
other reasonable domiciliary document.

✓ Person who claims no Qualified
Document and says they will get other
reasonable domiciliary document
cannot register.



Registration More Than 30 days 
Before an Election – Form to use



Registration More Than 30 days Before Election 
– Information Given to Voter who is Turned Away 



Registration Within 30 days of Election 

✓ Person who says she has a Qualified
Document must present that
document.

✓ Person without Qualified Document
(or other reasonable domiciliary
documentation) must execute sworn
statement they have a duty to
provide missing documentation,
and that person is allowed to
register. The sworn statement is
page 2 of Voter Registration Form B.

✓ Qualified Document must be
provided within 10 days, or within
30 days if town clerk’s office open
fewer than 20 hours per week.



Registration Within 30 Days of Election 
– Form to Use (Page 1 - Form B)



Registration within 30 days of Election 
– Form to Use (Page 2 - Form B)



Registration within 30 days of Election – Information 
Given when Voter Signs Page 2 of the Registration Form 



Ballot Clerk Training and 

Testing Equipment

✓ Electronic Ballot Counting Devices must be tested by 
Wednesday, October 31st, with public notice of the date 
and time of the pre-election test.

✓ Testing is conducted by the town or city clerk using ballots 
removed by the town clerk from the official ballots 
package for that purpose and so marked.  RSA 656:42

✓ Voter announces name, Ballot Clerk repeats the name, 
verifies the name on checklist, places check next to the 
name, the ballot clerk states the address on the checklist to 
have voter verify it is correct and if correct asks for a valid 
photo ID and if provided voter is handed a ballot and then 
the Clerk draws a  line though the last name indicating the 
voter obtained a ballot.   



Role of the Supervisors on 
Election Day

✓ The supervisors shall be present at each election at 
which a checklist is to be used and shall have with 
them the corrected checklist for that election and 
shall remain in attendance until the close of the 
election.  RSA 659:10

✓When in session on election day the SOC, prior to 
opening of the polls, review and act on any death 
notices in NHVRIN.  Any voters who have moved 
out of town on the reminder screen on ElectioNet
are also to be stricken from the checklist.

✓A voter can register to vote on election day.  RSA 
654:12



A Few Items for Moderators

Processing Absentee Ballots

– Begin at 1:00 p.m., unless an earlier time 
(not earlier than two hours after polls 
open), is posted at least 24 hours before 
polls open. Moderator must post notice at 
polling place and one other place. RSA 
659:49

– Consult with clerk and ballot clerks in 
advance to determine best time.



Comparing Signatures

• RSA 659:50, III—requirement to compare signature on 
affidavit to signature on application—held 
unconstitutional by federal district court. (Saucedo v. 
Gardner, 8/14/18)

• Therefore, only check to make sure that the affidavit has 
been signed. If not signed, or if signature is clearly a name 
other than the voter’s, it may be rejected.

• See memo on NHMA website and memo from AG/SOS.

A Few Items for Moderators



Electioneering

• RSA 659:43 prohibits distributing, posting, or wearing at 
a polling place any “campaign material” that is “intended 
to influence the actions of the voter within the building.”

• But . . . U.S. Supreme Court decision (Minnesota Voters 
Alliance v. Mansky, 6/14/18)—prohibitions on 
electioneering are restrictions on speech and must be 
narrowly drawn. Election officials may only prohibit 
wearing an item that advocates for or against a candidate 
or measure on the ballot for that election. 

• See June court update on NHMA website, and pages 185-
187 of Election Procedure Manual. 

A Few Items for Moderators
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December 12
How We Fund Public Services in New 

Hampshire 
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for attending our webinar 
presentation today!

The New Hampshire Municipal Association is a 
non-profit, non-partisan association working to 
strengthen New Hampshire cities and towns and 
their ability to serve the public as a member-
funded, member-governed and member-driven 
association since 1941. We serve as a resource for 
information, education and legal services.  
NHMA is a strong, clear voice advocating for 
New Hampshire municipal interests.

25 TRIANGLE PARK DRIVE
CONCORD, NH  03301

WWW.NHMUNICIPAL.ORG OR 
LEGALINQUIRIES@NHMUNICIPAL.ORG

603.224.7447
NH TOLL FREE:  800.852.3358
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