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How to Participate Today

• Open and close your panel

• Submit text questions 

• Q&A addressed during 
today’s presentation

• Poll questions for your 
enjoyment



Why were Regional 
Planning Commissions 

formed?

“A well-defined regional planning program
will supply the various communities with the
help they require in planning for the present
and future needs of New Hampshire residents,
aiding in the growth, development, and
prosperity expected for the years ahead.”

Report of Governor John W. King’s Committee on 
Regional Planning, March 1969. 



Why were Regional 
Planning Commissions 

formed?
The Governor’s Committee on Regional 
Planning identified the following needs:

• Ensure that municipalities were 
coordinated in the access to and 
delivery of federal grant programs.

• Facilitate the development of regional 
relationships for the delivery of 
certain community services.

• Conduct comprehensive regional 
planning to support community 
planning. 



How were RPC 
Regions formed?

The University of New Hampshire completed 
a “Delineation Study” to determine regional 
boundaries.

The Delineation Study considered:

• Regional groupings in use at the time by 
State Government (e.g. tourism);

• Shared functions between municipalities;

• The “potential for urban activity” in 
municipalities; and

• The location of existing or potential 
regionally-significant “growth centers.”



How were RPC 
regions formed?

Originally, 17 regions were identified. 
Eventually, these consolidated into the 
nine regions we know today.

• Regions 1-5: North Country Council

• Regions 6-7: Lakes RPC

• Regions 8-9: Upper Valley Lake 
Sunapee RPC

• Regions 10-11: Southwest RPC

• Region 12: Central NH RPC

• Region 13: Southern NH RPC

• Region 14: Nashua RPC

• Regions 15-16: Rockingham RPC

• Region 17: Strafford RPC



The Establishment 
of RSA Chapter 36

• In March 1969, the report of the 
Governor’s Committee on Regional 
Planning was published.

• The recommendations from the 
report were implemented quickly, 
as RSA Chapter 36 went into effect 
on August 29, 1969.

• RSA Chapter 36, as revised over 
the years, continues to be the 
enabling legislation that 
establishes the powers and duties 
of Regional Planning 

Commissions.





Name the first director of the Office of State 
Planning who was instrumental in organizing 
RPCs in New Hampshire?

1.  Walter Peterson

2.  Dudley Dudley

3.  Mary Louise Hancock

4.  Stuart Arnett

5.  Jeff Taylor



Powers and Duties of 
Regional Planning 

Commissions (RSA 36)

1. Provide on local 
planning matters as requested by municipalities or counties. 
Municipalities may ask for and take the advice of RPCs, but 
jurisdiction for development decisions lies with local planning 
boards. 

2. Prepare a comprehensive .

3. Prepare a . 

4. Cooperate with municipalities and counties to 
for the “full development, improvement, 

protection, and preservation of the region’s physical and historical 
resources.”

5. Assume the status of abutter to review and provide formal 
comments on designated 

. 



Other Powers and 
Duties of Regional 

Planning Commissions

6. Provide a 
to the NHDOT by April 1st of 

each odd-numbered year (RSA 228:99).

7. Form 
through negotiation with counterparts in Maine, Massachusetts, 
and/or Vermont (RSA 36-B). 

8. Serve on including 
the Business Finance Authority (RSA 162-A), NH Rail Transit 
Authority (RSA 238-A), State Coordinating Council for 
Community Transportation (RSA 239-B), and numerous others. 

9. Recommend the formation of 
to affected local legislative bodies (RSA 38-B). 



Organization and Financial 
Structure of Regional 

Planning Commissions

• RPCs are of the State of New 
Hampshire under RSA 36:49-a. As such, RPCs are public 
sector agencies.

• RPCs are not non-profit organizations, corporations, 
political, or lobbying organizations. 

• RPCs have no power to tax. RPCs are financially supported by 

.

• Under RSA 36:49, municipalities may not vote in the 
affairs of the Commission unless their annual dues have 
been paid.

• RPCs may not incur debts exceeding a term of one-year. 



The Federal Role of 
Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations

• Four RPCs also serve as the designated Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs) within their regions.

• Nashua Regional Planning Commission
• Rockingham Planning Commission
• Southern NH Planning Commission
• Strafford Regional Planning Commission

• As MPOs under 23 CFR 450, these four RPCs have a direct role in the 
programming of Federal transportation funding, including:

• Developing and Maintaining a Transportation Improvement 
Program and a Long-Range Metropolitan Transportation Plan.



RPC Services Today

• Circuit Rider Planning 
Services

• Master Plan Assistance

• Assistance with Updating 
Local Regulations

• Capital Improvement 
Program Development

• Impact Fee Development

• Public Engagement and 
Third-party Facilitation

• GIS Mapping and Analysis

• Hazard Mitigation Planning

• MS4 Permitting Assistance

• Solid Waste Planning

• Brownfields Assessment

• CEDS and Economic 
Development Assistance

• Traffic Counting

• Road Surface Management 
Systems

• Road Safety Audits

• Transit Service Design

…and many more!



RPC Services Tomorrow

• Implementing Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation 
Projects?

• Integrating Public Health and 
Planning?

• Planning for Age-Friendly 
Communities?

• Planning for Autonomous 
Vehicle Deployment?

• Facilitating Public-Private 
Partnerships for Infrastructure?

• All of the above?

The RPC services of 
tomorrow will be steered by 

RPC Commissioners.



NHARPC/NHMA
Collaboration

2017
Sept./Oct., 2017 Article:  What is the 2017 NH Small MS4 
General Permit and How Can Your RPC Help?

Sept. 13, 2017 Webinar:  Demystifying the MS4 Permit

Nov./Dec. 2017 Article:  Reviewing Developments of 
Regional Impact in New Hampshire

Dec. 7, 2017 Webinar:  SNHPC’s Becoming Age-Friendly



NHARPC/NHMA
Collaboration

2018
Jan./Feb. 2018 Article:  Becoming Age-Friendly in Southern New 
Hampshire

Mar./Apr. 2018 Article:  Rising Seas:  Impacting More than Just 
the Ebb and Flow of the Tides

May/June 2018 Article:  Brownfields Assessment:  A Path Toward 
Revitalization

July/Aug. 2018 Article:  Approaches to Planning Recreational 
Trail Networks

Sept. 12 Webinar:  The ABCs of RPCs

Nov./Dec. 2018 Article:  Agriculture Toolkit



October 3
Elections: From Registrations 

to Results
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October 17
The Role of the Local Health Officer 

www.nhmunicipal.org

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://around.uoregon.edu/story/human-physiology/coming-attractions-two-human-physiology-lectures-headline-upcoming-events&ei=y1P3VNyVDoGqggT-6IL4AQ&psig=AFQjCNFPxQ8465iGVxoT9hj70D6qLAgOkQ&ust=1425581387307409










for attending our webinar 
presentation today!

The New Hampshire Municipal Association is a 
non-profit, non-partisan association working to 
strengthen New Hampshire cities and towns and 
their ability to serve the public as a member-
funded, member-governed and member-driven 
association since 1941. We serve as a resource for 
information, education and legal services.  
NHMA is a strong, clear voice advocating for 
New Hampshire municipal interests.

25 TRIANGLE PARK DRIVE
CONCORD, NH  03301

WWW.NHMUNICIPAL.ORG OR 
LEGALINQUIRIES@NHMUNICIPAL.ORG

603.224.7447
NH TOLL FREE:  800.852.3358
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