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Stand Up for Local Control on Tuesday! 
“If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want 
to hear.” - George Orwell 

On Tuesday, April 15, beginning at 10:00 a.m. in LOB 305, the House Housing 
Committee will hold a series of public hearings on six zoning mandates that have 
already been passed by the Senate. 

It’s noteworthy that three of these hearings were postponed from this week because of the 
strong turnout of local officials and interested citizens who came to support 
local control and whose thoughtful, detailed testimony made the public hearings on 
other zoning mandates run long. NHMA thanks everyone who came out to provide a local 
perspective on these troubling bills, with a special shout out to the large contingent of 
elected officials from the town of Raymond. We hope as many officials and 
residents as possible can keep up the pace this week, as several particularly 
concerning bills, including statewide maximum lot-size mandates, are being 
heard. In addition, the Senate Commerce Committee is holding hearings on five 
additional zoning mandates the same day, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in State House 
Room 100 (see schedule below). 

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/nhma-bill-tracker-fastdemocracy
https://www.nhmunicipal.org/sites/default/files/uploads/legislative-bulletins/2025/bltn_hearings-4-11-25.pdf
https://gc.nh.gov/house/committees/committeedetails.aspx?id=1711
https://gc.nh.gov/house/committees/committeedetails.aspx?id=1711
https://gc.nh.gov/senate/committees/committee_details.aspx?cc=40


Because these bills carry no cost to the state, they have thus far enjoyed bipartisan support 
and often end up on the House or Senate consent calendars, meaning there is no actual 
debate on the merits or drawbacks of these bills beyond the committee public hearings. It 
is also worth noting that none of these zoning mandates actually incentivize or encourage 
the building of affordable housing. 

If possible, please come to Concord next Tuesday to stand up for local 
solutions to local issues and oppose central planning! Even if you can’t make it, 
there are other ways to share your opinions. For detailed instructions on ways to give your 
position on these and any other bills, see “How to Make Your Voice Heard” below. 

House Housing Committee hearings: 

SB 84 (10:00 a.m.), relative to zoning procedures concerning residential housing. 

SB 166 (11:00 a.m.), relative to notice required prior to sale of a manufactured housing 
unit located in a resident-owned community. 

SB 163 (11:30 a.m.), prohibiting local moratoria and limitations on building permits. 

SB 281 (1:00 p.m.), prohibiting municipalities from denying building or occupancy 
permits for property adjacent to class VI roads under certain circumstances. 

SB 282 (1:30 p.m.), relative to stairway requirements in certain residential buildings. 

SB 170 (2:00 p.m.), relative to development and related requirements in cities, towns, 
and municipalities. 

Senate Commerce Committee hearings: 

HB 296 (9:30 a.m.), relative to issuing building permits along private roads. 

HB 685 (9:45 a.m.), permitting in all residentially zoned areas by right the construction 
of manufactured housing. 

HB 342 (9:45 a.m.), relative to the approval process for new construction. 

HB 382 (10:05 a.m.), relative to authority for municipalities to regulate mandatory on-
site parking requirements. 

HB 413 (10:35 a.m.), relative to subdivision regulations on the completion of 
improvements and the regulation of building permits. 

We are asking municipal officials concerned about these bills to attend the 
public hearings and sign up to testify. When NHMA is the only voice in the room 
raising concerns, it’s easier for legislators to tune out. Hearing multiple officials 
explaining the ground-level impacts of these mandates is harder to ignore. Sadly, these 
aren’t the only worrisome bills municipalities have to deal with this year. For a full list of 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAvsJSPGTm9P3ACg6OlnLXKo-3Dalfs_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHNVDogvxYQaJP9eeqBtIWrmjtYLjLzuC-2FyklSSLPws43YqnHbJZIfFjMptpNxNbcPVqx92TFbnnJ-2BdfzoyQcdfRBPFjgN6WEJFpgmLKJgx7sinlsr4gdDCFjW8c2Muu9Lw-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867054528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bPLftJ19vGNUgVI8%2FMwZrzU%2BJ60F8cZf5O9dvfGqaTE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAjd8qnrq4OURtaS0zOzfKVg-3DdR4f_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHMdd32DBQ3DpuEGYMyIu7qAqTOmRsi89Dphz7wnnLvfAKmkAOEWldH4cay-2Fwab9WPEhY8LgEQhGbiEqaNnD5TQ3SSCVU-2FwJ0wI8XBiQRRKkOSMS-2BV9ZSEyAJta-2FaAEp2DA-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867071999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uH%2BiaEbrMifG7jF2AEGZLGzZrT8uMlnQjRhdVhz8HwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAmZgIw5QZxxP8VYWYdQywhg-3DYjP6_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHE5ewLi95ljgHM3e7M5lNQd7o7KsiIj2cKXBpgR2TsarCYd6NzNhW4FM4zASAhGli-2B0AiQv7CIToiKrBpQ1NyR1g0ncWlRVTBuIusQQSFAE8EU3MPJRTcEdscKoPXjEtvQ-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867087597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S%2FwkURo2hsG86EhDKhNJ9JX8MFAZMFqNO%2FdxgPpBaMg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAiBhfxBIxmbxY-2BKP75rS0z4-3DQ0gq_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHOJ9CZrZpzJDOzH0jvlBbqCFkhJDgRAoWT4J-2FZxGovDlLjctvbQ-2BXGRSlhiaDEj-2FTMoBAcQcX2Gk4lczmt7kuMpIATfDn-2BOqq7jwRrR9UT0-2FbFnBGUJOjXyCzMDk3vEf0w-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867102898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4cNiGn76JpqPGAwBEwnLKmCYPfi41ArfoWlJ%2F%2BYkXQE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveApYsZlZN5qFoZtYKzNj62sA-3DuZRT_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHKYXLskzEGcFMziT7HYbtbaxNDZe-2FnojQ-2B4h5hjqUnRVObzWO0-2BtpY1gFSiwHj9loBme2XEVfUEPe7ibpWqKPbt1An1KUmrWQuUsPZQnzz1-2B7GVAtGcELF22rVZL80eTQg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867118063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5U8Y8uEV%2BWmJb9dDF6Xc1GRy4bR7AjKBt2%2FX8XTjTC0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAtXyMU7ZthxdfBq5ZmLHmgU-3DB0wm_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2Fa662RuYC-2FrkLcQQjBdCop1s1NDritP7wnbXaCHL2bsHLcu2joj8qZYOR6JGU81sYNYQEOxeBCIEeeHZhXIrMOzRnZfAipLfv2N6ito47KqJeDXJqnnWnC92-2BtS-2FTjDCgSSYqCFEWV9wosvKEkmTVvusOlBaCdMcZK34khcFWhSmg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd0054372edb44a14a4bf08dd76d301fb%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370867133231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MwUyn0vFAi724gCcfgteBqjMwYlGWOHnkE298%2F5tQ2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAjVNFGgjGmlcO0170P02ApI-3Dp9vc_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2FZzB678KChE11ywDuvytAPgoxwNcmkYORtWwF9Te4eqRT4cp8dXSbMuBLumoyFk3RZqFF4K9bdPnb61LW2ApDOeVv6Xej8GhVV5O7XckpvhSS-2B7HNU1cVUUqPbSXZo1-2B96e9s2odCgZmjPcCCVHIFGfRHUEzxDl-2B4i4-2B-2F6eZkjbqg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd9ba14bf922d4a64422508dd76d301c1%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370837181607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oQEN0n8n6xXCup%2B27P73MLQqHbSiAtLk62a33gzbm28%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAnhKU3b51IrkXJPdtpd3Qr4-3D5GBq_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2FZzB678KChE11ywDuvytAPgoxwNcmkYORtWwF9Te4eqRf4W3I0DmcTb1r1amsxsSXHbiG-2Fdllt5567U9cGKnLVTavBfP-2BZKvN9wHLJCq7U01aWywQLjFT7o65RbFCAYse9zXfAxRUv5aZSd9E-2B15xxUehhDR1v-2BwfzljfRp-2Bcnl7g-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd9ba14bf922d4a64422508dd76d301c1%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370837196495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T1suVfXbTQ9rlfA6nSB228y6FwfxtoYmTujdQl1yJhA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAoe2lPxPdjD0AmcHAyhdz9E-3D_Rhy_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2FZzB678KChE11ywDuvytAPgoxwNcmkYORtWwF9Te4eqRRmIvOdZv00tKhcSnlaYDPbtyRR9vd0tXZXAKthjx-2Fm59GPYq92SdwhVTKWUbuwl8GIUhC-2BsAC4u-2FaZ6X2JXK99x7ky-2FhNTB5wWS5ONvgEx12ZLGHLNrEAt8GoPT3gGaGw-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd9ba14bf922d4a64422508dd76d301c1%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370837211118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XjuT05%2BU1g823iM2Yr3DhRZ4M2Q7%2Bokos6B9YlrFfFg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAggSSE-2FhI5MAdI7U1mQTnyA-3DqtLz_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2FZzB678KChE11ywDuvytAPgoxwNcmkYORtWwF9Te4eqRSBJpyA5SJggBgXm-2FEBoEYaHWaIJwmpzK7fIYwMQTc2l-2Bv-2F2lTx-2BvNpGh7QzhjcBUOA-2B2tyGEdExOsIeNOxT2uLjshZ1-2FoyFYq2Ldhzx4ra-2B4p-2B4CAVOFP1Gb5W0ioO6Zg-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd9ba14bf922d4a64422508dd76d301c1%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370837227190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vxEu90RyKN5bx3IMt4KNHvoFFP5gsMLnK0T9uYg0b5I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl2815.fastdemocracy.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.YAcwpBQCtMrcHIc2cPK30T063bi97jyxvdz5MTpTzxsO5NzJng7cmHVLgiM7tRlVhrKxxJxlKGY9qvDFzLveAmIgq0HJyAYDo6BZ97VmyQs-3Du88h_FTuk9Yw-2Blea3rU9VaxKum7s6pghpHnKxv-2FD2MloYJ-2FZzB678KChE11ywDuvytAPgoxwNcmkYORtWwF9Te4eqRS-2Fwy589oudle3l1me4JpT06nACqTjFFbv-2BXU-2F5ApXlKEDtqFFbwlnRkGonXXNxxECV36prAPeffQtub63ZuiEFyDsE6DKIBX3NSPlUEJZ8wsv5Y4xXnGQGwekCqvbXJ3g-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmkarlon%40nhmunicipal.org%7Cd9ba14bf922d4a64422508dd76d301c1%7C26291d41fe344e6ba3102f5bdf84590c%7C0%7C0%7C638797370837256677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pR%2FGx2faB1ZEPPNClZX6RXhP0GJN5a5AwcAP5jtlsjQ%3D&reserved=0


mandates that have been passed by the House or Senate and are now with the other 
chamber, see our “special” legislative bulletin. 

House Passes Budget with Municipal Impacts 
The House passed its version of the state budget, HB 1 and HB 2, on Thursday with a 
few floor amendments impacting municipalities. The budget now heads to the Senate. 

Amendment numbers for the changes that had roll call votes are listed below, so you can 
see how your local representatives voted. The links to individual roll calls are found 
on the bottom left of the main page, but you will have to match the vote total for each 
amendment shown on the main page to the corresponding roll call link with the same 
tally. For example, amendment 2025-1513h was adopted, 183-181, so you would then click 
on the link that says “Adopt Floor Amendment (183-181)” to see the roll call. 

What was added this week: 

• An annual requirement to verify voter checklists beginning in 2026, replacing the 
current 10-year standard. This is the same language included in HB 274, which 
was already passed by the House and likely to be amended by the Senate. (2025-
1559h) 

• Removing the authority of local public health officers to make “other regulations 
relating to public health” beyond “prevention and removal of nuisances.” This is 
the same language included in HB 230, which was already passed by the House. 
(2025-1526h) 

• Enabling the court system to create a “commercial court docket” which would 
include appeals from decisions of local land use boards, including, but not limited 
to decisions of “municipal planning boards, zoning boards, historic district 
commissions, and conservation commissions.”  This docket would presumably 
replace the Housing Advisory Board (HAB), which was repealed in HB 2. (2025-
1569h) 

What was taken out this week: 

• The section repealing the Board of Tax and Land Appeals (BTLA) of was removed. 
(2025-1569h) 

• The section repealing the local option for KENO was removed, meaning 
municipalities will continue to have the power to decide whether to allow this 
lottery game. (2025-1513h) 

• The section creating a “Group III” defined contribution retirement plan for state 
employees (exempting public safety) in lieu of the defined benefit plan provided by 
the NH Retirement System (NHRS) was removed. NHMA was concerned that, as 

https://www.nhmunicipal.org/sites/default/files/uploads/legislative-bulletins/special-legislative-bulletin.pdf
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2025/bills/NHB00013634/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2025/bills/NHB00013632/
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1188&inflect=2
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2025/bills/NHB00013086/
https://fastdemocracy.com/bill-search/nh/2025/bills/NHB00012720/


written, the proposal could increase employer contributions for municipal 
employers in the long-term by making them responsible for a portion of the state’s 
share of the unfunded actuarial accrued liability (UAAL) associated with NHRS 
employee members. (2025-1566h) 

What’s still in the budget (for a more detailed description of these items, see last 
week’s Legislative Bulletin): 

• Suspending the 30% municipal share of the meals and rooms tax in FYs 26-27 and 
replacing it with a flat appropriation of $137 million per year, which is about $11 
million less over the next two years than what was projected if the 30% share 
remained in effect. 

• No new funding for the Housing Champions and InvestNH housing programs, as 
well as no new funding for the state share of wastewater projects under the State 
Aid Grant (SAG) program. 

• Elimination of motor vehicle inspections, which will reduce state aid because 12% 
of state motor vehicle fee revenue is distributed to municipalities. 

• Repealing revenue sharing, RSA Chapter 31-A, as opposed to simply suspending it, 
as had been done since 2010. 

• Statewide ban on diversity, equity and inclusion programs, contracts, and 
activities, which could add municipal costs related to review, cancelation, or 
renegotiation of existing agreements. 

• Changes to CHIP, Medicaid, and Medicaid Advantage programs adding new out-
of-pocket costs for participants, which could impact local welfare budgets. 

• Changes to NHRS benefits for about 1,500 “Group II” police and fire personnel 
hired before July 1, 2011, and still working. NHMA is concerned that if the 
additional retirement funding in the budget is removed by the Senate this year, or 
if it is repealed in the next biennium, municipal employer contribution rates to the 
retirement system would increase significantly. 

The Senate is likely to make several changes to the budget over the next six weeks, so the 
process is far from over and NHMA and our members can and will continue to advocate 
for the interests of municipalities. 

Other House Actions This Week … 
With Thursday being crossover day—the deadline to send bills to the other legislative 
chamber—the House also passed four other bills of municipal interest that will now be 
taken up by the Senate. Note: The Senate did not meet this week, finishing all its bills 
earlier this month. 
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HB 66, a bill opposed by NHMA, replaces “citizen” in the Right-to-Know Law with 
“person,” allowing any individual, anywhere, to make an RTK request. Additionally, the 
bill allows for electronic requests with the requestor choosing the method of response, 
which can include electronic delivery. An amendment to the bill has made response 
delivery more complicated by adding language that only certain requestors deemed to 
have a New Hampshire connection can elect to receive the response in a manner other 
than appearing in person, with other requestors required to appear to pick up the 
response. Before it was passed, a motion to table the bill failed, 179-191. NHMA wants to 
thank all our members who helped us oppose this bill in the House and will continue to 
do so in the Senate. Click here to see the roll call votes on this bill. 

HB 67, a bill supported by NHMA that makes permanent last year’s pilot program 
regarding Accessible Voting Systems, ensuring that the state provide accessible voting 
systems through agreements with municipalities, allowing them to comply with federal 
law. Under this bill, the state would pay for the voting hardware and municipalities would 
continue to be responsible for programming costs. 

HB 511 (oppose), prohibiting state and local entities from adopting sanctuary policies 
that hinder federal immigration law enforcement. 

HB 639 (oppose), relative to the use of and disputes over blockchain and digital 
currencies. Despite the title, the bill is not primarily about disputes over crypto currency, 
rather it creates preemptive limits on state and local regulation of industrial or home-
based “digital mining,” which uses substantial amounts of electricity and water and 
typically generates high noise levels and electronic waste. 

Wait, There’s More About Zoning 
This week, the Senate Commerce Committee held a public hearing on HB 410, a 
priority bill opposed by NHMA that prohibits municipalities from enforcing or adopting 
any “extraordinary restriction of residential property”—a vague term that sets a high legal 
standard—unless the ordinance is directly necessary for the health or safety of the 
community. 

The bill goes on to say, “the legislative body [typically the voters in most towns] shall 
include detailed written findings of fact, based on empirical evidence published by a non-
partisan source, to demonstrate direct necessity.” The impracticality of this provision is 
self-evident, but the bill goes on to state that this empirical evidence “may be relevant ... 
but are not necessarily dispositive”! 

For the purposes of the bill, the definition of “extraordinary restriction of residential 
property” includes: 
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• Any minimum square footage requirement for a dwelling or unit in excess of 200 
square feet or the square footage required to meet the state building code, 
whichever is greater. 

• Regulations concerning in-home businesses use in residentially zoned lots. 

• Local amendments to the state building code or state fire code regarding materials 
or methods of construction that impact residential buildings of not more than 4 
units. 

HB 410 is likely to increase municipal costs related to amending zoning ordinances by 
requiring municipalities to hire staff or consultants to identify and review “empirical 
evidence published by a non-partisan source” to justify an amendment, or in the case of 
an appeal. Additionally, HB 410 would conflict with all the other zoning mandates 
relative to residential zones. 

In a nutshell, this bill is a massive overreaction to the narrative that municipalities with 
reasonable zoning are somehow creating overly burdensome restrictions on development. 
Municipal officials are encouraged to contact the Senate Commerce 
Committee and oppose this bill before the committee acts on it. 

In case you missed it: NHMA Executive Director Margaret Byrnes submitted an op-ed 
commentary on zoning mandates to several media outlets earlier this month. You can 
read the op-ed here—and feel free to use any of the points made in your own advocacy 
efforts. 

Electioneering by Public Employees 
On Tuesday, April 15, at 9:30 a.m. in LOB Room 103, the Senate Election Law 
and Municipal Affairs Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 340, relative to 
electioneering by public employees. NHMA opposes this bill. 

HB 340 repeals RSA 659:44-a and makes the definition of electioneering more confusing 
and vague. The bill expands the definition of public employee to include people 
“appointed to office by the chief executive or legislative body of the public employer.” The 
current definition of electioneering (“ ‘electioneer’ means to act in any way designed or 
having the effect of influencing the vote of a voter on any question or office”) remains in 
the bill, but additional vague language has been added to the definition, which seems to 
suppress the free speech of public employees. The bill adds language such as distributing 
or displaying campaign materials, making public statements, organizing or conducting 
surveys, and using official authority or influence to interfere with or affect the vote of a 
voter. But what does this language mean? Does this mean if a public employee uses their 
own vehicle to conduct official business and has a political sticker on the vehicle as an 
expression of free speech that the employee is violating the law? What about a DPW 
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worker picking up dinner during a break from plowing the roads who makes a comment 
about a candidate—could this be a violation?  Anytime candidates are scheduled to come 
together would be “primarily political,” so does that mean there can be no town-
sponsored forums? Who decides if a survey or forum is political? We encourage you to 
contact the committee to tell them that HB 340 will suppress speech for public 
employees. 

Ambulance Billing on Tap in Senate 
On Wednesday, April 16, at 9:45 a.m. in LOB Room 101, the Senate Health and 
Human Services Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 316, relative to billing 
for ground ambulance services. The bill eliminates balance billing —i.e. billing a patient 
for the difference between the full cost of the service and the amount their insurance plan 
pays—and sets a reimbursement rate for non-Medicare/Medicaid health insurance 
carriers at approximately 200% above the current Medicare reimbursement rate, which 
NHMA opposes because reimbursement at this percentage is significantly lower than the 
actual cost. Officials from municipalities that provide ambulance services are 
encouraged to attend the hearing and testify or go online to oppose HB 316. 

The House Commerce and Consumer Affairs Committee has not yet scheduled a 
hearing on SB 245, a competing proposal that NHMA supports, which also eliminates 
balance billing with the reimbursement rate for insured patients set at 325% of the current 
urban, rural, or super-rural Medicare rates, depending on the geographic area where the 
ambulance service originated. 

Municipal ambulance services are essential services and not profit-driven; thus, 
appropriate reimbursement rates are crucial for their sustainability. Further, it’s unfair to 
put local taxpayers over a barrel to the benefit of private insurers. 

Crossover Update on NHMA-Tracked Bills 
Of the 360-plus bills the NHMA advocacy team is following this session, 170 of them 
remain active at legislative crossover. Among the other bills, 102 have been killed, 
meaning they can’t be brought forward next year. Another 25 bills have been tabled or 
indefinitely postponed beyond the crossover deadline, meaning they are unlikely to be 
acted on this session. Finally, House or Senate committees held onto another 65 bills to 
work on in the fall. 

As a reminder, NHMA provides members access to FastDemocracy, an online bill tracking 
platform, for efficient, real-time updates to legislative activity of interest to members. This 
tool can help ensure that you know when the bills that you care about most are scheduled 
for public hearing or votes. 
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Visit our online Bill Tracker page to learn more and feel free to subscribe to weekly or 
daily updates on subjects and bills of interest. 

How to Make your Voice Heard 
The adage goes that “life is all about showing up.” The same can be said for legislative 
advocacy. If a bill is of importance to your municipality, it’s always best to make your case 
– for or against – in person. Every Friday, NHMA posts a Bill Hearings Schedule for 
the upcoming week. However, if you can’t make it to Concord, you can use the 
Legislature’s online portal to put your position on the hearing record. 

The House has an online testimony submission system that allows you to indicate 
your position on the bill with an option to attach testimony. If you want to email all the 
members of a House committee, you will have to copy their email addresses individually 
from the committee page. 

The Senate has a remote sign-in sheet where you can indicate whether you are 
supportive of a bill, opposed, or neutral. Written testimony can be submitted via the 
“Email Entire Committee” link found on the Senate committee page. 

If you have time to follow along, livestreams of House and Senate sessions and 
committee meetings are available on YouTube. Prior sessions and committee meetings 
are also archived. 

Finally, if you just want to contact your legislators, there are Contact a Senator and 
Contact a Representative links on the General Court website. 

Note: For anyone who prints these emails out, all of the above links are available on the 
General Court website at: https://gc.nh.gov/ 

Because the House and Senate have moved to digital calendars, committees can now 
reschedule when there is bad weather, absences, or when issues with bills haven’t been 
worked out. If you are planning to attend a hearing or work session in person, we strongly 
recommend checking the House Digital Calendar and Senate Digital Calendar 
before heading to the State House. For those of you with an interest in a particular bill or 
set of bills, please use the ‘subscribe’ feature on FastDemocracy to get email updates 
when those bills are scheduled or rescheduled. 

Reminder: Sharing is Caring ... About Good Public 
Policy! 

If you know of anyone who may benefit from the NHMA Legislative Bulletin feel free to 
pass this email along and encourage them to sign up! 
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Members can subscribe to the Bulletin through our member portal 
at: https://nhmunicipal.weblinkconnect.com/portal 

Once you are logged in, click “edit this profile” and “newsletter management.” You can 
sign up for the Legislative Bulletin, Newslink, and Town & City magazine in one place! 
(If you are having trouble logging into your account,  follow these steps.) 

Nonmembers can email info@nhmunicipal.org to be added to our email list for the 
Legislative Bulletin. 
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