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not have happened without the ef-
forts of NHMA lobbyist Tim Fortier 
and Jaffrey selectman Don MacIsaac, 
a member of NHMA’s Committee 
on Government Affairs. Together 
they organized an impressive grass-
roots campaign and worked with 
dozens of local officials, legislators, 
and DES staff to shepherd the legisla-
tion through the process. In addition, 
NHMA Government Finance Advi-
sor Barbara Reid provided important 
financial analysis and shadowed the 
House and Senate Finance Commit-
tees throughout their deliberations.

More Meals and Rooms Tax Revenue
Even if your municipality is not one 
of the 60 that will receive the delayed 
state aid grants, it will benefit from 
another budgetary success—a $5 mil-
lion increase in meals and rooms tax 
distributions to municipalities in fiscal 
year 2015. That distribution, which 
was supposed to be increasing every 
year, had been frozen at $58.8 million 
since 2009. NHMA and its members 
have been persistent in reminding 
state officials about the effects of these 
state funding cuts, and this year the 
legislature listened. NHMA’s constant 
presence at the state house makes it 
impossible for legislators to forget 
about the needs of municipalities.

LCHIP and Flood Control
Other budget successes included the in-
clusion of $8.5 million for the Land and 
Community Heritage Investment Pro-
gram (LCHIP) and $1.57 million for 
payments in lieu of taxes to municipali-
ties with land in flood control compacts. 
There were no reductions in payments 
to municipalities for any programs.

elections, Manifests, Water 
and sewer, and More
In addition to the budget, there are 
many legislative changes that will 
help to make municipal government 

more efficient and effective. Some of 
the more important are listed below. 
NHMA actively supported each of 
these bills, and NHMA staff drafted 
or helped to draft many of them.

Processing Absentee Ballots
One disappointment was the Gover-
nor’s veto of HB 183, which would 
allow moderators to begin processing 
ballots two hours after the polls open 
on election day, rather than waiting 
until 1:00, as the law currently re-
quires. The bill passed both the House 
and the Senate on voice votes after a 
number of moderators testified that 
because of the law’s unnecessary re-
quirement, they were still processing 
absentee ballots late into the night 
after the November elections.

Despite the unfortunate result, the 
effort around this bill was another 

model of grassroots lobbying by local 
officials. Dozens of moderators ral-
lied support by sharing information in 
their on-line discussion group (created 
and managed by NHMA), testifying 
at the legislative hearings, and lobby-
ing their legislators and the Governor. 
City and town clerks, supervisors of 
the checklist, and other municipal of-
ficials added their support. Whether 
the legislature will attempt an override 
of the veto this fall remains to be seen. 
If not, the bill will be back next year, 
again with overwhelming support, and 
we are optimistic of solving this prob-
lem before the 2014 state elections.

Voter Identification
HB 595 delays until September 2015 
the implementation of the stricter iden-
tification requirements in the voter ID 
bill that was enacted last year, includ-
ing the requirement that election of-


